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INTRODUCTION

The following material is presented from the 
perspective of public partnership 
organizations who have taken on a 
stewardship role for an historic trail.

It is a proposed course of action for 
partnership organizations independent of 
the federal or state agencies responsible 
for administration or oversight of the trails.



OUTLINE

� Introduction
� A Short History of Oregon Trail Preservation
� OCTA�s Trail Resource and Preservation 

Activities
� Preservation Strategy
� Future PNTS Actions (?)



DEFINITIONS

� Preserve: To keep safe from injury, harm or 
destruction.

� Strategy:

1. The science and art of employing the political, 
economic, psychological and military forces of a 
nation� to afford the maximum support of adopted 
policies in peace or war.

2. A careful plan or method.



THE STRATEGY

1) Obtain organizational commitment
2) Document the historic resource
3) Prioritize remaining resources 
4) Develop programs for mapping, marking and 

monitoring the trail
5) Develop partnerships
6) Establish government contacts
7) Identify private landowners
8) Participate in land use decisions
9) Acquire land and/or easements (optional)
10) Gain public support



Why? "To perpetuate the identity of the Trail made by 
the early sturdy pioneers, the battle-ground of peace, 
to honor the memories of these true heroes and to 
kindle in the breasts of the rising generation a flame of 
patriotic sentiment, �" [i]

[i] Meeker, Ezra, �The Ox Team or The Old Oregon Trail 1852-1906,�
New York, 1907. pp. 82.
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